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Treaties between First Peoples
and Australian governments
are consistent with democratic
principles.

Treaties operate within Australia’s
democratic process.

The structures set up under
Statewide Treaty use democratic
features, including fair elections.!
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Treaties are living
documents. They provide
a foundation that can be
built upon as our societies
learn, grow and change.
Future generations will
inherit a fairer, more just
Victoria.™

JIDAH CLARK
TREATY AUTHORITY CHAIR

TREATY IN VICTORIA

Victoria’s treaty process, including
Statewide Treaty, is consistent with
Commonwealth laws.

The State of Victoria and the First Peoples’
Assembly of Victoria (First Peoples’
Assembly) were required by the Advancing
the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Act 2018 (Vic) to work together
o establish the necessary elements of the
treaty process.® This included agreeing

to the rules for treaty-making and
establishing bodies that support the freaty
process, including the Treaty Authority.

The State and the First Peoples’ Assembly
jointly developed and agreed to a
rulebook for treaty-making, called the
Treaty Negotiation Framework. The freaty
rulebook recognises that negotiations
involve the bringing together of two
systems of law: Australian and First
Peoples.

The Treaty Authority oversees and
facilitates negotiations for both Statewide
and Traditional Owner treaties, see Treaty
and the Law. It ensures a fair and just
freaty process for all Victorians.*

TRADITIONAL OWNER TREATIES

Traditional Owner treaties are negotiated
between Traditional Owners of Country
and the State of Victoria. Interested
Traditional Owners across the state are
currently pursuing their aspirations to
negotiate treaties with the State. Refer
to Treaty Authority website: Negotiations
Register and Local Traditional Owner
Treaties.

STATEWIDE TREATY

Statewide Treaty is a negotiated agreement
between the State of Victoria and the First
Peoples’ Assembly.

The First Peoples’ Assembly is the
independent and democratically elected
body that represents Traditional Owners of
Country and First Peoples in Victoria. The
First Peoples’ Assembly holds elections
every four years. Elections were held in
2019, 2023 and 2026.

The 2026 election will transition the

First Peoples’ Assembly to the new

body, Gellung Warl, created through
Statewide Treaty.® Gellung Warl means
“tip of the spear” or “pointed spear” in the
Gunaikurnai language.

Statewide Treaty is an agreement that
has taken place within the constitutional
framework of the State and does not alter
the Victorian or Australian Constitutions.
The First Peoples’ Assembly’s negotiation
and agreement of Statewide Treaty was
founded in Aboriginal Lore, Law and
Cultural Authority.

As part of formalisation, the Statewide
Treaty agreement was signed by the State
and the First Peoples’ Assembly on

13 November 2025. Statewide Treaty was
given cultural assent by the First Peoples
Assembly, in accordance with First
Peoples’ law, at a cultural ceremony on
12 and 13 December 2025.

To give effect to Statewide Treaty, the
Parliament of Victoria passed the Statewide
Treaty Act 2025 (Vic).b

Statewide Treaty is the culmination of six
years of relationship-building between

the First Peoples’ Assembly and the

State.” It reflects the contributions of many
generations who have advocated for treaty
in Victoria, with the history of treaty going
back to the early colonial period.®
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